
Universal Pre-K: Summary of Provider  
Concerns and Suggestions 

 
 

• We favor a more comprehensive approach that supports the whole continuum of child 

care and early education, starting at birth. 

• We support measures, such as tax credits and subsidies, that put resources in the hands of 

parents so that they can use those resources in the way that works best for their families 

(part time, full time, school year, year round, center care, family child care, etc). 

• If we need to focus just on 4 year old pre-k, it’s imperative that it would be financed as a 

supplement to tuition and not as a fixed sum. This allows providers much greater 

flexibility in maintaining quality, attracting and retaining qualified staff, and alleviates 

concerns about inadequate funding and a host of other items that would need to be 

addressed in a system funded only through a fixed amount set by the government like the 

New York City model.  

• We would need the freedom to use different curricula/philosophies 

approaches/configurations in our programs. The NYC model aimed for more conformity.  

• There need to be as few strings attached to provider participation as possible. If a 

condition of participation is that each pre-k classroom has a teacher with a degree, there 

should be experience equivalencies that allow us to keep our experienced staff. There 

needs to be recognition that it would take time and a significant increase in resources to 

be able to recruit and pay staff with degrees.  

• Pre-K expansion in Montgomery County should build on the structures we currently have 

in place and not create another bureaucracy – subsidize it through WPA where the 

determination can be made as to how much support each family would be able to get (this 

would be dependent on the amount of the funding generated from the funding stream). 

Not only would it be the most efficient method, it would cause the least disruption and 

change to our current system, a system that works other than the fact that parents and 

providers need more financial support.  

• There needs to be an understanding that quality child care and the research on return on 

investment are about more than just narrowing the achievement gap or higher scores on 

standardized tests. It’s also about supporting families who need to work and need their 

children in a good environment. It’s about helping kids develop their neural connections, 

brain structure, executive functioning and social-emotional skills so that they are able to 

reach their potential later in life. 

• Finally, even if the focus is just on pre-k, policy and funding decisions should take into 

account the impact on our whole system of child care from infants through school age 

before and after care. 

 


